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Cookley & WALPOLE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

An Annual Meeting of the Parish Council was held virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, May 
19th 2020 at 7pm. 
 
     Minutes: 
 
Present:  
 
Cllr. Z. Mair (Chairman); Cllr. L. Andrews (from 7-20pm); Cllr. R. Chase (left 9-08pm); Cllr. J. 
Lewis (left 9-08pm); Cllr. C. Leggett; Cllr. C. Northover (left 9-08pm); (arrived 9-31pm); Cllr. M. 
Porter and Cllr. J. Winter:  

 
Also Present: 

 
Paul Widdowson (Clerk) and one parishioner (until 7-20pm): 
 
1) To elect a Chair for 2020 – 2021 and receive the Chair’s Declaration of Acceptance 

of Office: 

Cllr. Z. Mair was elected unopposed.  

Proposer: Cllr. C. Northover:  Seconder: Cllr. C. Leggett: 

2) To elect a Vice-Chair for 2020 - 2021: 

Cllr. C. Leggett was elected unopposed. 

Proposer: Cllr. R. Chase:  Seconder: Cllr. C. Northover: 

3) To appoint a Responsible Finance and Proper Officer for 2020 - 2021: 

The Clerk, Paul Widdowson, was appointed the Responsible Finance and Proper Officer for 
2020 - 2021: 

Proposer: Cllr. Z. Mair:   Seconder: Cllr. C. Leggett: 

4) Apologies: 
 
Cllr. D. Cask and Cllr. D. Whitwood had their apologies for absence accepted. 
 
5) To receive Declarations of Interest and confirm all Members have reviewed their 

Declaration of Interest Forms: Councillors to declare any Pecuniary or Non-
Pecuniary Interests. Members may subsequently declare an interest at any point 
in the meeting: 

 
The Clerk asked that all councillors reviewed their Declaration of Interest Forms.  
 
Cllr. Z. Mair and Cllr. M. Porter both declared a personal interest in CEA and Cookpole.  
 
6) Requests for dispensations: 
 
There were no requests for dispensation. 
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7) Co-option of one Councillor: 

Luke Andrews was co-opted on to the Council as a Cookley Councillor. 

Proposer: Cllr. Z. Mair:   Seconder: Cllr. J. Winter: 

Item 12 was taken at this point in the meeting. 
 
To receive a report from the County and District Councillor: 

County and District Cllr. S. Burroughes reported that both Suffolk County Council and East 
Suffolk Council are both devoting much of their resources to the current coronavirus crisis. He 
said that they are doing much behind the scenes with Suffolk County Council doubling its 
bandwidth and he said that the planning meeting the next day was to be virtual for the first 
time. County and District Cllr. S. Burroughes also reported that one million people had not 
spoken to another person for a month so the council was looking to give them laptops so that 
they could contact other people. Finally he warned about bogus people claiming to be from the 
Red Cross were calling on people. 

Cllr. M. Porter asked if Ipswich Hospital had ipads so that patients could keep in touch with 
their families as he believed that it was very stressful being in hospital without visitors.  

8) To elect Council Appointments for 2020 – 2021 not elected above: 
 
  a) Independent Internal Auditor: 

It was agreed to appoint Suffolk Association of Local Councils (SALC) and Cllr. J. Winter as 
the Internal Control Councillor. 

Proposer: Cllr. R. Chase:   Seconder: Cllr. C. Leggett: 

  b) Councillor Portfolio Holders:  

Emergency Planning – Cllr. J. Winter. 
Footpaths – Cllr. J. Winter: 
Cookley Footpaths – Cllr. R. Chase 
Highways – Cllr. M. Porter: 
Planning – Cllr. Z. Mair: 
Neave Close – Cllr. Z. Mair: 
Road Safety – Cllr. C. Northover: 
Trees – Cllr. C. Northover: 

Proposer:  Cllr. M. Porter:   Seconder: Cllr. L. Andrews: 

9) Review of Standing Orders: 

The Council reviewed the Standing Orders and agreed to adopt them for the year 2020 - 2021. 

Proposer:  Cllr. J. Winter   Seconder: Cllr. M. Porter: 

10) Review of Financial Standing Orders: 

The Council reviewed the Financial Standing Orders and agreed to adopt them for the year 
2020-2021. 

Proposer:  Cllr. M. Porter:   Seconder: Cllr. J. Lewis: 
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11) Adoption of Code of Conduct: 
 
The Clerk said that the Code of Conduct was unchanged. The Council agreed to adopt the 
Code of Conduct for 2020-2021. 
 
Proposer:  Cllr. R. Chase:  Seconder: Cllr. C. Leggett: 
 
12) To receive a report from the County and District Councillor: 
 
This Item was taken after Item 7. 

13) Public Session: Members of the public have fifteen minutes to ask questions on 
topics on the agenda. 

 
There were no members of the public at this point of the meeting. 

 
14) To confirm the Minutes of the Extra-Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 

Monday, May 4th 2020: 

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on May 4th 2020 were agreed. 

Proposer:  Cllr. Z. Mair:  Seconder:  Cllr. J. Winter: 

15) War Memorial and the Village Green: 

Cllr. Z. Mair reported that the work was now completed and all councillors agreed that it looked 
very nice. It was suggested that a seat, some plants and trees could further enhance the Village 
Green. County and District Cllr. S. Burroughes offered to help fund the seat.  
 
Cllr. Z. Mair said that Cllr. C. Leggett had been watering the trees and Cllr. R. Chase thanked 
Cllr. Z. Mair for removing the sculptures that had been on the Village Green. Cllr. M. Porter 
said that he would ask a parishioner to prune his garden’s trees that overhang the Village 
Green.  

16) Highways and Speeding: 

Cllr. Z. Mair thanked Cllr. C. Northover for taking down the Sign Indicator Device (SID) over 
the period of the current pandemic. 
 
Councillors discussed the bus in the back garden by the road in Cookley Road and it was 
agreed for Cllr. Z. Mair to contact the owner of the bus as regards its future. 

17) River Blyth Sign: 

There was no progress to report. 

18) New Cookley Sign: 

Cllr. R. Chase said that he was progressing the matter of refurbishment and had a company 
in mind to complete the overhaul. 

19) Monitor – Update by the Clerk. 

The Clerk reported that the monitor had still not been delivered to the Pavilion and currently 
the Parish Council were to start paying for the monitor from June 15th 2020 but the Clerk said 
that this could change. 
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20) Planning Matters: 

To remove the existing concrete and replace with new concrete. To build a block wall to 
separate the clean and dirty area of the farm. To demolish an old agricultural building and 
create a bund to separate the farmhouse from the farm. The concrete farmyard renewal is part 
of a government scheme and requires consent from the local planning authority. For further 
details about the scheme please refer to: https://www.gov.uk/countryside-stewardship-
grants/concrete-yard-renewal-rp15 

White House Farm Walpole Road Halesworth Suffolk IP19 0PH DC/20/1401/FUL  

The Clerk reported that there were no planning applications for this meeting but the above 
Planning Application had just appeared and therefore a meeting needed to be scheduled for 
the Councillors to look at the application. 

21) Clerk’s Report and Correspondence: 

The Clerk reported that he had received the ‘Clerks and Councillors Newsletter’, a letter from 
the Lord Lieutenant for Suffolk and a letter from Barclays Bank stating that the Interest Rate is 
falling from 0.1% to 0.01%. 

22) Donations: 

The Clerk presented the following list of donations that were in the budget and that Councillors 
look at every year. 
  
Walpole & Cookley Playing Field Trust    £500-00 
Suffolk Accident Rescue Service     £50-00 
‘Alzheimer’s Society’        £50-00  
Age UK Suffolk        £25-00  
Disability Advice Service (East Suffolk)     £25-00 
East Anglia’s Children’s Hospices      £20-00  
East Anglian Air Ambulance       £75-00  
Halesworth Volunteer Centre      £35-00 
Halesworth Community Nursing Care Fund     £100-00  
Halesworth Free Car Park       £100-00 
 
It was agreed to defer discussion and decisions to the next meeting. 

23) Financial Report: 
 
a) Balances at the Bank on May 7th 2020: 

 
Business Community Account     £11 158-54 
Business Savings Account      £1 101-18 
 

b) Cheques for Payment and Receipts: 

BACS  Clerk’s Pay      £549-60 
BACS  Clerk’s Tax      £137-40 
 

Proposer: Cllr. R. Chase:   Seconder: Cllr. J. Lewis: 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/countryside-stewardship-grants/concrete-yard-renewal-rp15
https://www.gov.uk/countryside-stewardship-grants/concrete-yard-renewal-rp15
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24) Funeral Costs 2020-2021: 

The Clerk presented a new cemetery price guide for 2020-2021 in line with the increase in 
prices agreed at the last Parish Council Meeting. 

The new price guide for the cemetery was agreed. 

Proposer: Cllr. R. Chase:   Seconder: Cllr. J. Winter: 

25) Emergency Planning: 

It was agreed to defer discussion on this issue to the next Parish Council Meeting. 

26) To agree Internal Control Statement and Reports: 

The Internal Control Statement for 2020-2021 and the reviews by Cllr. J. winter were agreed. 

Proposer: Cllr. R. Chase:   Seconder: Cllr. C. Leggett: 

27) Accounts year ending March 31st 2020: Review of the Accounts for Internal Audit 
and any questions: 

a) To approve Section 1 of the Annual Return and sign declaration: 

Section 1 of the Annual Return was approved and signed. 
 
Proposer: Cllr. M. Porter:   Seconder: Cllr. J. Winter: 

b) To approve Section 2 of the Annual Return and sign declaration: 

Section 2 of the Annual Return was approved and signed. 
 
Proposer: Cllr. M. Porter:   Seconder: Cllr. C. Leggett: 

c) To agree the accounts for the year ending 31st March 2020: 

The Council agreed the accounts for the year ending 31st March 2020. 
 
Proposer: Cllr. M. Porter:   Seconder: Cllr. Z. Mair: 

d) Acceptance of financial report and year end accounts: 

The Clerk reported that last year (2018-2019), the Receipts were Precept Income of £8500-00 
which including the carry forward of £9130-13 from 2017-2018 and other income of £6032-58 
equalled £23662-71. With payments of £19357-52, this left a carry forward of £4305-19 to next 
year. 

The Clerk reported that this year (2019-2020), the Receipts were Precept Income of £9500-00 
which including the carry forward of £4305-19 from 2018-2019 and other income of £2059-93 
equalled £15865-12. With payments of £8340-40, this left a carry forward of £7524-72 to next 
year. 

At the end of March 2020 the Community Account had £7764-27 in it and the Savings Account 
£1101-18 totalling £8865-45. However with five cheques totalling £1305-73 and a £35 that 
cannot be accounted for from several years ago that totals £1340-73, the reconciled amount 
in the Bank Account is £7524-72. 
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The above report and Year End Accounts were accepted. 

Proposer: Cllr. J. Winter:    Seconder: Cllr. Z. Mair:  

e) To agree to a ‘Limited Assurance Review’ or to complete a ‘Certificate of 
Exemption’: 

It was agreed to complete a ‘Certificate of Exemption’ Form. 
 
Proposer: Cllr. M. Porter:    Seconder: Cllr. J. Winter  
 
There was a vote of thanks to the Clerk for all his hard work in completing the accounts for the 
audit.  
 
28) To receive reports on the:  
 
Footpaths;  
 
Cllr. M. Porter said that he signposted the public footpaths on his land to help walkers and had 
contacted Suffolk Highways to get the official signs put up. 
 
Trees; 
 
There was no report. 
 
Cemetery;  
 
There was no report. 
 
CEA & Allotments  
 
There was no report. 
 
External Meetings & Training: 
 
There was no report.  
 
It was agreed for Cllr. L. Andrews to attend a ‘New Councillors’ Course at Suffolk Association 
of Local Councils. 
 
29) To receive agenda items for the Parish Council Meeting to be held on June 16th 

2020: 
 
It was agreed to transfer all the deferred items to the planning meeting in early June. 
 
The Meeting ended at 9-34pm 

 


